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Lighting the Chanukah Candles 

On the first night, put a shamash candle in the special place on the Chanukkyiah (usually the highest one) and 
another candle in the right-most position. Light the shamash candle first, then use that candle to light the 
other. On the second night, again put one candle in the right-most position and then add another one 
immediately to its left. Use the shamash candle to light the new candle first. On each succeeding night, put in 
the same candles as the night before, but add one candle immediately to the left. Always use the shamash to 
light the newest candle first. 
 
Blessed are You, Adonai, our God, Ruler of the universe, who sanctifies us with Your commandments and 
commands us to kindle the lights of Chanukah. 
 

 בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה יי אֳלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם, אֲשֶׁר קִדְשָׁנוּ 
 בּמִצְוֹתָיו וְצִוָּנוּ לְהַדְלִיק נֵר שֶׁל חֲנכָֻּה.

 
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu l’had’lik neir shel 
Chanukah. 
 
 
Blessed are You, Adonai, our God, Ruler of the universe, Who created miracles for our fathers and mothers in 
those days at this season. 
 

 בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה יי אֳלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם, שֶׁעָשָׂה נִסִּים 
 לַאֲבוֹתֵינוּ וְאִמוֹתֵינוּ בַּיָּמִים הָהֵם בַּזְּמַן הַזֶּה.

 
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, she-asah nisim la-avoteinu v’imoteinu bayamim hahem 
baz’man hazeh. 
 
 

On the first night only, add: 
Blessed are You, Adonai, our God, Ruler of the universe, Who has kept us alive, Who has sustained us, and 
Who has brought us to this season. 
 

 בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה יי אֳלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם, שֶׁהֳחֱיָנוּ וְקִיּמָנוּ 
 וְהִגִּיעָנוּ לַזְּמַנ הַזֶּה.

 
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, shehecheyanu, v’kiy’manu, v’higiyanu laz’man hazeh. 
 

Happy Chanukah! 

 חֲנכָֻּה שַׂמֵחַ!
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Potato Latkes 
 

1 large baking potato, peeled or not, 
puréed or grated 

1 small onion, puréed or grated 

1 egg, beaten 

1 Tablespoon matzah meal 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

Pinch white pepper 

Oil for frying 

 
Prepare the potato and onion in a food processor using the blade or grater attachment. 

Combine with the rest of the ingredients. In a large skillet over medium-high heat. 

Fry spoonfuls of the potato mixture, browning on both sides. 

Arrange on paper towels. 

Serve with applesauce or sour cream.  

 
 

Dreidel Game 
 

Each player starts with some game pieces such as chocolate gelt or pennies. 

To start the game, every participant puts one game piece into the center. 

Every player also puts one piece into the center when nothing is left. 

The player take turns spinning the dreidel: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If נ (nun) is facing up, the player does nothing 

If ג (gimel) is facing up, the player gets everything from the center 

If ה (hei) is facing up, the player gets half of the pieces in the center 

If ש (shin) is facing up, the player adds one of their game pieces 

Chanukah Customs 
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Chanukah Song Sheets 
 
I Have A Little Dreidel + Video Link Page 4 

Sivivon + Video Link Page 4 

Maoz Tzur + Video Link Page 4 

Open Up Our Eyes + Video Link Page 4 

 

I Am A Latke + Video Link Page 5 

Not By Might, Not By Power + Video Link Page 5 

 

Oi Chanukah, Oi Chanukah + Video Link Page 6 

Candles Burning All Night Long Page 6 

Oco Kandelikas + Video Link Page 6 

 

Light One Candle + Video Link Page 7 

Mi Yimalel + Video Link Page 7 

 

 

More Video Links! Page 8 
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Maoz Tzur 
Maoz tzur yishuati, 
Licha naeh lishabeich 
Tikon beit t’filati, 
V’sham todah n’zabeich 
L’eit tachin matbeich, 
Mitzar ham’na beiach, 
Az egmor b’shir mizmor, 
Chanuchat hamizbeich 
Az egmor b’shir mizmor, 
Chanuchat hamizbeich 
 
Rock of ages, let us sing, 
Praise Your saving power 
You, amid the raging foes 
Were our sheltering tower. 
Furious, they assailed us, 
But Your arm availed us, 
And Your word broke their sword 
When our own strength failed us. 
And Your word broke their sword 
When our own strength failed us.  
 
 
 
Open Up Our Eyes 
Open up our eyes, teach us how to live 
Fill our hearts with joy and all the love You have to give 
Gather us in peace; As You lead us to Your Name 
And we will know that You are One. 

I Have A Little Dreidel 
I have a little dreidel, 
I made it out of clay, 
And when it’s dry and ready, 
then dreidel I shall play. 
 
Chorus 
O dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, 
I made it out of clay, 
And when it’s dry and ready, 
then dreidel I shall play. 
 
It has a lovely body, 
with leg so short and thin, 
And when it is all tired, 
it drops and then I win! 
Chorus 
 
My dreidel’s always playful; 
it loves to dance & spin. 
A happy game of dreidel, p 
come play, now let’s begin! 
Chorus 
 
 
Sivivon 
Sivivon, sov, sov, sov 
Chanukah, hu chag tov 
Chanukah, hu chag tov 
Sivivon, sov, sov, sov! 
Chag simcha, hu la am 
Nes gadol haya sham 
Nes gadol haya sham 
Chag simcha hu la am 

Videos 
 
I Have A Little Dreidel https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgywrSo4o3c 

Sivivon https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5gRCUMQGs4 

Maoz Tzur https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MRS5c7TbJw 

Open Up Our Eyes https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfgFxzvDxYo 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgywrSo4o3c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5gRCUMQGs4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MRS5c7TbJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfgFxzvDxYo
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I Am A Latke by Debbie Friedman 
I am so mixed up that I cannot tell you, 
I'm sitting in this blender turning brown. 
I've made friends with the onions and the flour, 
And the cook is scouting oil in the town. 
I sit here wondering what will come of me, 
I can't be eaten looking as I do. 
I need someone to take me out and cook me, 
Or I'll really end up in a royal stew. 
 
I am a latke, I’m a latke, 
And I am waiting for Chanukah to come (x2) 
 
Every holiday has foods so special, 
I'd like to have that same attention too, 
I do not want to spend life in this blender, 
Wondering what I'm supposed to do. 
Matza and charoset are for Pesach, 
Chopped liver and challah for Shabbat 
Blintzes on Shavuot are delicious, 
And gefilte fish no holiday's without. 
 
I am a latke, I’m a latke, 
And I am waiting for Chanukah to come (x2) 
 
It's important that I have an understanding 
Of what it is that I'm supposed to do, 
You see, there are many who are homeless, 
With no jobs, no clothes and very little food. 
It's so important that we all remember, 
That while we have most of the things we need, 
We must remember those who have so little, 
We must help them, we must be the ones to feed. 
 
I am a latke, I’m a latke, 
And I am waiting for Chanukah to come (x2) 

Not By Might, Not By Power (Debbie Friedman) 
Not by might, & not by power, 
But by spirit alone (“ruach!”) 
Shall we all live in peace. (2X) 
 
The children sing, 
the children dream, 
And their tears will fall, 
But we’ll hear them call, 
And another song will rise (3X) 
(ending) Not by might, not by power, shalom! 
 
Baruch A-teh zingt der Ta-teh 
Baruch A-teh zingt der Ta-teh 
Un er tsinnt die licht 
Un a fei-er haelig tei-er 
Oyf zein blass gesicht 
 
Un a fei-er haelig tei-er 
In die oygen leicht    
Zing mir Ta-teh, Baruch A-teh 
Un Ikch bleib dein Kind 
 
 
Translation 
Baruch Ata, sings the father 
  And he kindles the candles 
And a dear holy fire 
  Shines from his pale face 
 
And a dear holy fire 
  Burns in his eyes 
Sing to me father, Baruch Ata 
  And I will remain your child 

 

Videos 
 
I Am a Latke https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwb1PnLcchw 

Not By Might https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3G509US2pc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwb1PnLcchw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3G509US2pc
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Oi Chanukah, Oi Chanukah 
Oi, Chanukah, Oi Chanukah, a yontif a shaner 
A lustiger a fraylicher, nito nach a zoiner 
Alle nacht in dreydl, spielen mir 
Zudig, haisse lotkes, essen on a shir 
 
Chorus: 
Ge-shvinder, tsindt kin-der, Dee chanukah lich-te-lech on 
Zol yeder bazunder, bazingen dem vunder, 
Un tan-tzen freilech in kon 
Zol yeder bazunder ,bazingen dem vunder 
Un tan-tzen freilech in kon 
 
And while we - are playing - the candles are burning low 
One for each night, they shed a sweet light 
To remind us of days long ago. 
One for each night, they shed a sweet light 
To remind us of days long ago. 
 
 
 
Candles Burning All Night Long 
Candles burning all night long, Chanukah O Chanukah 
Judah, Judah Maccabee, fought the Greeks to set us free 
Me-no--Me-no--Me-no-o-rah;  
Me-no--Me-no--Me-no-o-rah 
 
Sorry, No Video 

Oco Kandelikas - Flory Jagoda 
Verse 1: 
Chanuka linda esta aki; Oco kandelas para mi! X2 
O!… 
 
Chorus: 
Una kandelika 
Doz kandelikas 
Trez kandelikas 
Quatro kandelikas 
Sintju kandelikas 
Sez kandelikas 
Siete kandelikas 
Oco kandelas para mi. 
 
 
Verse 2: 
Mucas fiestas vo fazer; Kun alegrijas i plazer. X2 
O!…….(Chorus) 
 
 
Verse 3: 
Los pastellikos vo kumer; Kun almendrikas i  
la mjel. X2 
O!…….(Chorus) 

Videos 
 
Oi Chanukah https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxH0xF84h_0  

Oco Kandelikas https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BeS46weU4ZI  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxH0xF84h_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BeS46weU4ZI
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Light One Candle-  Peter Yarrow 
Light one candle for the Maccabee children 
With thanks that their light didn’t die 
Light one candle for the pain they endured 
When their right to exist was denied 
Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice 
Justice and freedom demand 
Light one candle for the wisdom to know 
When the peacemaker’s time is at hand 
 
Chorus: 
Don’t let the light go out 
It’s lasted for so many years 
Don’t let the light go out 
Let it shine through our love and our tears 
 
Light one candle for the strength that we need 
To never become our own foe 
Light one candle for those who are suff’ring 
The pain we learned so long ago 
Light one candle for all we believe in 
That anger won’t tear us apart 
Light one candle to bring us together 
With peace as the song in our heart 
 
Chorus 
 
What is the mem’ry that’s valued so highly 
That we keep it alive in that flame? 
What’s the commitment to those who have died 
When we cry out they’ve not died in vain? 
Have we come this far always believing 
That justice would somehow prevail? 
This is the burden and this is the promise 
And this is why we will not fail 

Mi Yimalel 
Mi yimalel gevurot Yisrael, 
Otan mi yimne? 
Hen be’chol dor yakum ha’gibor 
Goel ha’am. 
Shma! 
Ba’yamim ha’hem ba’zman ha’ze 
Maccabi moshia u’fode 
U’v’yameinu kol am Yisrael 
Yitached yakum ve’yigael! 
 
Who can retell the things that befell us, 
Who can count them? 
In every age, a hero or sage 
Came to our aid. 
Hark! In days of yore in Israel’s ancient land. 
Brave Maccabeus led the faithful band, 
But now all Israel must as one arise, 
Redeem itself through deed and sacrifice.  
 
 

Videos 
 
Light One Candle https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1cRXgDFiSs 

Mi Yimalel https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OO2pFctaxjM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1cRXgDFiSs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OO2pFctaxjM
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More Video Links! 
 
A Star Wars Chanukah Six13 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRGlpowJQeM 
 
 
Fat Face (Blank Space parody) The Singers 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9VQKGmLoRM 
 
 
Hanukkah in Santa Monica Tom Lehrer 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LslsgH3-UFU 
 
 
Hanukkah Song (Chandelier parody) Sharon Luxenburg (sung by Mor Efrat Bitton) 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEb_g3cO3AM 
 
Hebrew Version https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KN6Hw78a8V8 
 
 
Hanukkah Medley Ofra Haza (z’’l) 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86--CjKc-Rc 
 
 
Hanukkah Song Mashup Elliot Dvorin & Key Tov 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqEQy6l1kzc 
 
 
I’ve Got a Feeling Ein Prat Fountainheads 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQ6RCl0lie0 
 
 

Light Up the Night Ein Prat Fountainheads 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jzh-TKzXN2k 
 
 

My Menorah (La Bamba parody) Schlock Rock 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLex2DRUekY 
 
 

Those Were the Nights (of Chanukah)  The Yeshiva Boys Choir 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfnZ3eiXxMk 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRGlpowJQeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9VQKGmLoRM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LslsgH3-UFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEb_g3cO3AM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KN6Hw78a8V8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86--CjKc-Rc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqEQy6l1kzc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQ6RCl0lie0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jzh-TKzXN2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLex2DRUekY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfnZ3eiXxMk

